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Contents 

The course is subdivided in three parts. 

A first part of the course will be dedicated to the public law profiles of the topic of sustainability. The 
various possible regulatory definitions of "sustainability" will be given, and the module will analyze the 
constitutional values to which sustainability is usually connected in jurisprudence, and some examples of 
regulation from the most relevant cases (environmental sustainability, sustainability of public spending, 
intergenerational sustainability, etc.). 

A second part of the course analyzes the contribution that some types of private regulation, meant as a 
body of rules that are bottom-up, flexible and that concern a limited group of subjects, can have in 
promoting sustainability. Private regulation is present in many realms and can take different forms, ranging 
from private standards to codes of conduct, from groups’ internal rules to third-party guidelines. While in 
theory private regulation has a non-binding nature, in practice it has gained prominence and it is widely 
employed across different sectors. Sustainability represents no exception: private norms represent an 
almost inescapable benchmark for those market players who want to implement sustainable ways of 
production. 

A third part looks at sustainable finance through the lens of corporate governance and it investigates if and 
how corporate law can effectively contribute to the transition towards a more sustainable economy. A 
session will discuss the current debate around corporate purpose: should corporations serve a social 
purpose, benefiting not only shareholders but also stakeholders, including employees, customers, 
suppliers, local communities and society at large?  Another will focus on an essential corporate governance 
instrument – executive compensation –, examining the recent EU policy proposals to mandate the inclusion 
of sustainable metrics into executive remuneration plans.  

Expected Outcomes 

The legal module aims, as a general outcome, to provide doctoral students with an overall vision on the 
relevance that sustainability policies have in national, comparative and supranational legislation and case 
law. To this end, the objective is to highlight how: 1. legal systems adapt to the indications that economic 
sciences offer in terms of sustainability; 2. technologies and organizational solutions that can be concretely 
adopted must take into account different legal frameworks which play a crucial role in designing policies 
and new technological solutions. 


